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EXTEACT FROM A PEIVATE LETTER OF DR. WARD FROM 
BABYLONIA. 

"Shatra, February 8, 1885. 

"... Shatra is on the bank of the Shatt-el-Hai, and yesterday I rode 
out to Tello, to see the site of Sarzec's explorations. It is no more promis- 
ing a tel than a dozen others which I have seen, some of which, including 
one that is most inviting, were previously unknown to scholars. What 
has most engaged my attention at Tello was a lot of bricks inscribed with 
a stamp of four lines in late Phoenician and Greek, two lines of each, the 
name apparently, as well as I could decipher the worn characters, being 
Adad-nadin. There are three different dates ia the construction of the 
principal building excavated. 

" Day before yesterday I went all over ZerghtU, another locality rich 
in promise, which may be said to be unexplored. 

" You will want to know my route. Leaving Dr. Sterrett sick in Bag- 
dad, I went with Mr. Haynes and our caravan first to Hillah, by way of 
Abu Habba, which is now pretty well explored. Thence, after several days 
of chaffering with the Jews of Hillah, we went to Tel Ohemir (Hymar), 
east from BabU ; then by Zibliya, a fine ziggurai, to Niffer ; whence, leaving 
Tel DeMhem, much to my regret, on the right in the Affej marshes, hoping 
however to hit it again on our return, we proceeded south to the land of 
Arabs, to Tels Bisniya, Dhahar, Hammam, Phara, Jokha, and Agarib, 
and to this place. These are only the principal and important tels; 
others are of less account. I was much struck with Agarib, hitherto 
unknown, as was Dhahar — ^and Phara, too, I may say, though this is 
mentioned by Loftus. Agarib must be a place of tombs, like Warka. 
Quantities of marble and alabaster bowls are lying around, and flint 
knives, too, which seem to attest the antiquity of the site. But only 
digging will bring out the bricks with inscriptions, and that we cannot do 
on so hasty a tour of observation. . . . We shall start to-morrow'for Nos- 
riyeh (Merkez), not on the maps, but at the junction of the Shatt-el-Hai 
and the Euphrates, and close to Mughyer (Ur), whence a day will 
take us. to Eridu the Blessed of Hasisadra. There is nothing beyond 
there except Dilmun, which I shall inquire for. Then we strike back for 
Hillah and the chaffering Jews. We will probably have to leave our car- 
avan and strike out without food or bedding for a week in the interior 
from Warka to see Tels Sifr, Djld (Id), and several others, concluding, 
if this is accessible, with DeMhem, about which I have considerable 
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curiosity. On the way back, I must, after leaving Hillah, see Abu 
Habba again, and Tel Ibrahim. We have bearings from every tel 
visited, and, in nearly every case, photographs. . . ." 

W. H. Ward. 



EXCAVATION OF A MOUND IN TENNESSEE. 
To the Editor of the American Journal of Arehceohgy : 

Sir : The mound opened by the Assistant of the Bureau of Ethnology, 
of which you request a brief notice, -is situated in Monroe county, Ten- 
nessee, near Little Tennessee river. The dimensions are as follows : 
Length, 220 feet ; width, 184 feet ; and 14 feet in height at the highest 
point. 

It was thoroughly explored by Mr. John W. Emmert and found to 
contain ninety-one skeletons, at all depths from two to nine feet, lying 
in every conceivable direction, but, with few exceptions, stretched out 
horizontally. 

At the depth of nine feet he came upon a bed of sand, yellow and 
slightly mixed with cjay, and packed very hard: no skeleions were 
found in or below this. Near the centre and about six inches below the 
surface of the mound, he came upon a circular layer of hard-burnt 
clay, about six feet in diameter and one foot thick. Immediately below 
this were found four alternate layers of ashes and hard-burnt clay, 
depressed in the centre (saucer-shaped), and curving upward to the sur- 
face, 80 that the lowest was twelve feet in diameter. About three and a 
half feet below this was another circular layer of red burned clay. 
Layers of skeletons were found below the last mentioned clay bed, some 
of them lying directly on it, with charcoal and ashes around them, though 
the bones were uneharred. By most of the skeletons were found one or 
more articles, as a pot, celt, or discoidal stone. 

The following is a list of the articles which were obtained and are now 
in the collection of the Bureau of Ethnology : 5 shell masks, 3 engraved 
shells, some dozens of shell pins, hundreds of perforated marine shells, 
between one and two gallons of shell beads of three different varieties, 
9 discoidal stones, 2 polished celts, some dozens of spear and arrow 
heads, 2 carved stone pipes, 4 stone gorgets, 5 hardened clay balls, 6 
bone implements, 26 clay veesfels, mostly pots, one in the shape of a 
moccasin ; and 4 copper rattles. These rattles are simply small bells, 
resembling sleigh-bells in every respect, but the rattles in them are shell 



